The following newspaper articles are taken from The Detroit Free Press, unless otherwise noted.

In 1880, Eugene Fecht was tried for conspiracy to defraud the government, involving Civil War soldiers’ pensions. He was acquitted in 1881.

July 13, 1880:

ATLEGED CONSPIBACY.

E:—Justica Eugene Fecht Arrested and
Jailed. g

“E IS CHARGED WITH CONSPIRACY TO DE-
FEACD THE GOVERNMENT.

Proxy-Szlling Delegate J. C. Richardson
and Two Othora in tho Same Boat

There was a lively atir In theundercurrent of Fed-
eral cireles in  Detroit. yesterduy, but. It did not
come to the surface until about ¥ o'clovk in the

evening, when Deputy Marshals Mathews and Cayb-

P. Taylor swooped: down upon- wl- lodged in
Wayne County Jay Bugene Feceht, ex-Justles of the
" Perce and a well-known resident of Detroit for over
twenty years, James ¢ Richardson, the patriotic
colored man whoase sales of his proxy for the re-
cent Nepublican State Convention rendered him

both notorious and odious, Frederick E. Bowman,

ulins White, of 101 Wilkins street, and. David Fos-
ter, o floating citizen.

These were arrested on comipluint of Francis A.
Waerdell, Special Agent of the United States Pen-
sion Burenu, who chorges that they and a colure:l
waman ugined Azzllne Price, alixg Pegram (who
has dizappeared), did, on December 4, 1577, con-
gpire to defrand the Un]fed States by presenting
and causiug to be presented to the Penslon Burcan
a certain false aad fraudulent claim for punsivn
made by Azz'ine Price, representinz herseld to be
on2 Azzline Pegram, widow of Edward Pegram,
late privata of Company I, Fifty-fourth Madsa-
::hus::l.ts Volunteers.

The specitic acts. charged are that Tugcue I"EL'Lt
prepaced tho nppiim[un and the afiidavits in up-
port of the ¢laim and forwarded then: to the Com-
missioner of Pensions; that Richandson procured
parties to sign the affidavits knowing thewn to be
folse; that Bowman (or White) and Foster signed
and swore to the aflidavit: knowing -them to ba
false; and thoat the woman Price falsely repre-
sented herself to be the widow of Pegramn and as
such made claim for a pensicn,

Thera isalso another -case agalost Fecht and
Richardson for preparing certain other fulse aftida-
vilsin coonection with the same clalm. All the
persons namad except the womaun ave now in jail,
the arrests heving been male too late to enanble
them togive bal at the time. They will be ar-
raigned before United States Commissioner Graves
thls morning. The special agent bas been a loug
time qujel:ly at work on this case. .




July 14, 1880:

. SAYINGS AND DOINGS,

The remodeling of the Mabley - stores on Wood-
ward avenue will cnst £15,000.

An excursion will be given to-day on the steamer
City of Detroit to Toledo and return.

The Poor Commissinoers will finish their in-
spection of the City Hospitals this weelk

The Detroit City Guard (colored) will ‘attend the
Emancipation Day celebration in Grand Rapids,

The Whenton-Deecher libel suit will be tried ln
the Superior Court to-day, commenging at J a.

The worst  ventilated ‘and most uncomforﬂ.hla
‘public room in the city Is the Supartorc:uu:t room,

Eugeno Fecht, arrested for conspiracy, asks that
puhl EL‘!ur.!glm.-.m bo wimheld until his case Is Inm

Dh:u-!as Krause. n-ved 77 venrs. who hagbecn 0l

August 4, 1880:

Those Fraudualont Pension Olalms.
The examination of Eugene Fecht, James C.
Richardson, Frederick 1. Bowman alins
White, and David Foster- on a charge of-at-
tempting to defraud the United Btates Gov-
ernment by moans of bogus pension claims
‘wis comnignedd  bafore United States Com-
‘missioner Jobn Graves yesterday. Bpecial De-
tective Wardell was the.first witness ou the
stand and he produced tho original papers in
the case of the widow of Edward . Pegram,
whose name appears in the fraudulent ‘do u-
ments,, "Other. witnesses swore to the fach
‘those dnuummtl were made. out: by the,, du-
fendant E‘i-c"ht,"cug'lnoamﬂ ¥ -Ri

2 o'clock {His aftarnoon,

ohiefly. Thu 1nmlmtion will' bo,‘[ruumed lt. '

August 5, 1880:

Itm vor TriaL.—~The examination of Eugana
‘midn, alias White, David Foster_ana Azalla

concluded as to all but Fecht, before
Commissioner Graves last. eveniog. Rinhurdlon.

'| trial at the Hovemberurm. and- l.ho usmlnutlon
o!’Fecht‘meonﬂnmdnnﬂl this- aftérnoon  at -2
Lu'cluek.

August 6, 1880:

United States Commissloner Graves has not yet
reached his decislon as to Eugenc Fecht, one of the
persons accused of defrauding the United Btates
Government Ly means of bogus pension papers.
It is an open secret, however, that he wiil be held
for trinl, and that the delay is merely to allow the
accused to procure ball.
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August 7, 1880:

LEugene Fecht, who is accused of conspiring
to defraud the government by means of begus
pension claims, was held for trial yesterday by
Commissioner Graves, In default of $2,000
bail ho was remanded to the custody of the
Marshal,

with defrauding the Peuslon :m;-f
- m

Bowman, Foster and Azalia -Frice were held for |

Fochit, James O. - Richardson, - Fndaﬂék E. Bow- 1




August 8, 1880:
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AUGUST 8. IBBD—SIXTEEI

SAYINGS AND DGIHEB-

License. (':nlluutnr “Meserve's receipts last
weak were §1,028,

James l]unph:r is said to be the person who
put a pistol bullet through Wm, Farrel’s arm
on Friday might. He huas not yot been ar-
rested.

Eugene Fecht, who is accused of conspiracy
to defraud the United States gave bail Satm-
day and was released from jail, His sureties
are Benjamin Rudolph Eggerman and J. T,

Lom,

September 25, 1880:

IECLIUL AT THUBLY LY 5.

Eugene Fecht has been again arrested for
alleged complicity in pension frauds, and is
now in jail. Frauds were carried on on a big
scale in Detroit, and the bureau Is mrrupund-

ingly exercised over them.
Chnilom Wandam TMilllaes Mawls AF bha WAk

October 19, 1880:

— g Tt m mmE—y we mwe T RETEETEOR WSS

" Ex- Justice Eugene Fecht, charged with defraud-
Ing under the Pension act, is still In the County
Jall, being unable to procure ball,

October 28, 1880:

‘Eugene Vochs ot al.

Thnmuiuﬂm of Eugens Fecht, Jamos
C. Richardeon, Kate Ross, allas Catharine
Ogdon, John Bmith, Samucl Fostor and Henry
Washington, on a charge of attempting to
defraud the United Btates Government by
means of bogus claims for ponsions, was be-
gum bolfore Unlted Biates Commbssionor D, J.
Davison yesterday. The woman Ross, alins
Ogden, and Henry Washington walved exami}
pation and were remanded for trial at the No-
vember term of the Distriet Court. The|
exnmipation of the other defendants
was  proceeded with, several witvosses for
the govermnont being sworn, and o document
to be Catharive Ogden's applica-
tion for o pension in the handwriting of the
defondont Fecht was Introduced. Beveral
witnesses testified that they had koown Rob-
ert Ogden (whose widow Catharive claimed
to bw when bo belonged to the
One Hundred and Second Regiment of
Colored Volunteers, but bad never known of
his macriago to this woman, Cue of the wit-
neties remombered that while the regiment
wia In recruit camp sho yisited the namp oc-

casdonally, and was there called Ogden,
The examivetion will be resuned at 10|
lu"uhtk n. m. Novemberd.




November 28, 1880:

THE 00URTS

UNITED STATES DISTRICT. .
. Unlted States vs Eugene Fecht, James C. Rich-
ardson, Mary Jane Hamilton, alias Mary Jane, Ma-
ry A. Gibson, alias Mary Hill, and Catharine-Ross,
alias Ogden. Ou indictment for conspiracy to de-
fraud the governmert by fraudulent pension pa-
pers. Defendants Fecht, Richardson and Gibson
pleaded not guilty, and. defendants Hamilton and
en pleaded guilty. ;
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December 8, 1881:

The trial of Eugene Fecht, James C. Richardson
and Mary Jane Hamilton, alias Fulks, was begun
jn tbe United States District Court yesterday.
They are accuscd of having conapired to defraud
the Pension Burcau by means of bogus claimas,
About a dozen witnessea were sworn, but nothing
essentially different from the tacts already printed
in Tne Free Peess was ellcited. The quaint ans-
wers of some of the Ingenuous colored witnesses
provoked a good many smiles in court, and tha
trial was in gencral quite enteftaining to spectn-
tors. Other witnesses for the government are to
be examined this morning.

December 11, 1880 (The Baltimore Sun):
Ll T " Ay ";:::;‘_"‘II" i e
News Notes,

James C. Richardsou, a one-legzed colored
muu, bas been convicted at Lewoll, Mich,, of
[rands on The gnverument by procurlug varous
colored women to personnte widows of dead
soldjers and thus obtain peusions, Eugene
Fecht, the peosion agent, was tried for com-
plicity but acquitied.

December 11, 1880 (The Burlington Free Press, Burlington, VT):

e ————
WESTERN NEWS,

ALLEGED PENSION FRAUDS,

; I:i .
Dgrroir, Mich., Dec. 11.—The Uaited
States court been
In this city .:f.hmﬁm last

#

three Jays in the trial

ageut, and James C. Richardson, a
m‘mrmﬂ conspiracy to

clearly proved that Richardson
colored women 1o represent Lhemselves as '
of colored soldiers, whose sworn a,
passed through successive
allowed. The women were

littie of the real nature of the

seems to have received the \
ceeds. Feolt clalmed to

faith and to have been of
utmnuﬂmmmw




December 22, 1880:

UNITED STATES DISTRICT.

- The United States vs. Eugene Fecht, impleaded
with others. On indictment for conspirucy to de-
fraud the United States. Trial In progress. This
is one of the pension fraud cases which have oc-
cupled so large a share of the attention of the
court this term. Implicatea with the prisoner,
-Fecht, ase Jawes C. Richardson and Cathannoe
Ross, alins Qgden. The last named is in jail awalz-
ing sentence on a plea of guilty, and Richardson
was lately found guilty in this particular case in
which Fecoht jJs now belng tried. Tho “Frmﬂpnl
item *of (interest Ip the irlal yesfe wus
the prisoner Ricbardson’s testimony that he and
Feclit were partpers in _the pension c¢laims busi-
pess, A card of “J. C. Richardson & Co." was in-
troduced by the lp.-uvernmmm and identified by the

witness as a cird used by him in the partuership.
The ﬂﬁlrinter empluyed by Richardson testfied
that still another ,lot of ecards were printed; the

firm name being either “Fecht & Ricbardson™ or |

“Richardson & Fecht.” He was not certain which
form was used. No copy of that card was pro-
duced In court. The tnal will be resumed at 10
o'clock this morning. .
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January 1, 1881:

-THE COURTS.

UNTTED STATES DISTRICT.
John Doyd vs, John P. Clark and Walter O. Ash-
ley. On libel for damages. Tral in progress.
rank Lee et al. vs. tho tug Crusader and schoon-
gﬁmpi% State. ; Discontinned without costs to
r party. : .
Joln K. Gillett vs. the schooner Home. Febru-
ary 1 designated as day of hearing for all libels not
heretofore fixed {or hearing. oy ;
The trial of Eugene Fecht on a charge of con-
gpiring with Jas. A. Richardson and Catharines
Ross, alias Ogden, to defraud the United States by
means of fraudu'ent peosion clalms. was ended in
the United States District Court last night. Judze
Brown charzed the jury lo the moming and at
L1120 they retired for consultation. They remained |

- - .

ia the jury ronm until 8 p. m., end belcg qu " un-
able to agree, thay were discharged lrzm wurther
conslderation of the cnse.

March 15, 1881:

Annie Day, James C. Richardson and
Eugene Fecht wore arralpned before Unitoed
Btates Commissioner Graves yosterday ona
new charge of conspiracy -in the matter of
alieged fraudulent pension claims, Richard.-
son pleaded guilty and was remanded to jail,
Tho other defendants hed an examination and
were bound over for trinl -in the District
Court. Bail was fixed at £1,600, but nefther
furnished it, '




May 13, 1881:

e B
: ugege Fecht..'Im-.
- nlm:?ad.ﬂth James C, son and another.
| The testigony closed and case submittedto the |

ury under charge of the mﬁrt. 'itﬁuu: argument
é:;zounsul tor either party. Verdict of acquittal.

Also May 13, 1881:

AcqQuiTTED.--Eugene Fecht's third trial foralleged
crookedness in connection with froudulent pension
claims, resulted in his acquittal yesterday, The
jury went out at 8:15 p. m, and returzed ot 9p, m.

May 19, 1881:

CULLPIUEE e,

UNITED STATES DISTRICT.
The United-States vs. James C. Richardson, Im.
leaded with Eugene Fecht and Jane vulks,
fendent sentenced to two years at { labor in
the Detroit House of Correction, and to pay to the
United States a fine of $1.000,
The United States vs. James C. Richardson, im-
leaded with Eugene Fecht and Catharine Ogden,
fendeat sentenced to two years at hard labor in
the Detroit House of Co on, said term to com-
mence at the expiration of the two yeary' of Im-
prisoament imposed in the tirst casa, and to pay to
the United States a fine of $1,000,
In two other cases of the United States vs said
Richarason, lmpleaded with others, sentence was
suspended.

In tha raea nf Hanre VUaWahnn “ rtha enhAarnas

November 27, 1881:

Fugzene Fecht had o partial examination before
United States Commissioner Graves on Saturday,
on another of thoso numerous charges of fraud in
the matter of procuriog punslons,

APPENDIX
The special agent who brought charges against Eugene was Francis Wordell
(see first article, above). He soon suffered his own charges for fraud.

December 14, 1882:

RS PT W M ESwm T mew e m A wmsw W ESm m ey

Franci: A, Wordell occuples in Wayne County
Jail the identical uartera formerly asslgned to
Euzene Fecht (whom he arrested) and Dr, James
N. Hollywood : and Sherlif Clippert says that he
recelves exactly the same treatment that other
well-behaved prisoners in his custody receive.

Mha Dallas Mammicralacsass hane Adsslad sthae e




November 29, 1882 (The Leavenworth Times):

WOMEN AND WINE.

| A TRUSTED OFFICIAL RUINED.

An Agent of the Pension Department
Arrested for Forgery — His Lordly
Sprees Accompanied by Fast Women
—Sheriff Bush Shot—Crime Notes,

Derro1T, November 28.—Francis A. Wor-
dell, epecial agent of the pension depart-
ment, has been detected in a series of
audacious forgeries, which culminated to-
day in the issuing of warrants for his

been unable to find him. Wordell wasone
of the kneenest and shrewdest detectives
in the employ of the government, anddar-
ing the past year or two that he has paid
particular attention to this district he has
won the highest approval from the govern-
ment cfficials and all ted with the
cases which he hulor:g.do cutand prose-
cuted. For some time past, however, he

has been in the habit of going on lordly
sout of working hours, his bocn
panion being a noted woman of the
| town. He ranked among the very best
ge'ntl in the empley of the depariment.
is forgeries, which have been going on
1 for six menths, eonsisted in the use of
Pension Agent Samuel Post’s name &s an
endorsemsnt for individual notes amount-
ing to $1,875, which he discounted at one
cof the city banks, with whose cashier
wm was on int.ix.::.tot telrm- and« Ythyo
pa paper without close serutinity,
which would certainly have disclosed ths
spurious nature of the endorsement. Such
was tihe implicit confidencs plscad in him.
Be:ides these §650 were borrowed of private
indiyiduals, and Pension Agent Post was
induced some time to sign & note with
him for §300. The bank cfficials refused
to oq::plain against Wordell, and Pension
Agent Post finslly did #o, at the same time
appriging the department at Washi n
of the siate of affairse. Wordell is about
forty yearsold, and hasa wife and family
at New Badford, Massachusetis,
LAtER.—Special Agent Wordell was
arrested this evening, and is now in jail.
———

arrest, but up to this hour the officers have |

November 29, 1882 (The Chicago Tribune):
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