sazvily msrlbsren shivtline became 3 popular
carparg hwalum  weme 1000 yrars A
Parals of Mative prople Aetied spawning
fyah in ats shalber wabers wntd AL 1400
15 8k wharn The keoal popalation sk sadured
il armia ares The lant 2000 yeasi ol their
ervipation i pepresented by samenoos
camp ated burial sitew on the sandy hnadle
e+ the porth and casl of the city snd & cache
of chert (i) Blades slung Devine Street
i (B devwrmbown aira. The Ldler iinorwery
pelbcta the strabegic ko ation of presret-day
Capnh nm 8 wideipread frade Acfewd
wihih ramted 2000 yrars apo

Toa ther siurths rear Comumena the Lamous
Paster Eartbaemk, an A D 1400 palsaded
v llsgre, ssgpeids the vielesd nalae o the
porind when the last Central Algonkian
hoders, tnhermen, and Lumess oesided
u.qnﬁhﬂp“‘h‘rﬂiﬁh‘ﬂl—ﬁlmr
pre, e Saul oo poeme ether unrecrdded
gt sprwe may never koow

We do know that Alpnbisn people 26
ornead ks hust ard fach and perhapn grow
cram kn present-day Samsis aroucd AD
1700 The camp of Chirl Wawsneh was
fs Aol can Ll 43 o thie Rt lh s al
Laimii Towmshis by swveym Howell
Abunl in 1 however, ot boesl Mative
poe ple prasdad oo the Sarmia fescrve Landds
sheatly Dhoreaiter,

Sasmes, wilh moal of the wstrmindeg
arva which laler became the modem
eounty of Lamblon, was ceded by the Chepr
prwa bndians to the Crosn m 1EZ7, Inihe
20 yearn which proceded, the Indisns had
alrecady permuterd the [reendly occspaton
ol thetr linds by the lusl whie sedilen,
peibakly b pome private means of pays
ment. Sach arrangemenls were lroned
viam by sulbority, pol were penerally sma-

beicdil ol ssarve 3 of derdl, thrwr rarly agree—
ments laler gave the “pguatiers,” aa the wi-
thars wwre Aeriried, o de Db F oo g it o
1fbe oo 1heds larma and homesieads

Farkest wiite. sedthery a7 Samu were
French Cansdians brom the Windws hor
der reymmn and Michigan, OF 20 Lamidies 0=
eotded @n the yeur 1811, heiwren Sarsia
sad the scuth end ol the St Claie Rives, sll
Bast Pweis Bssae Ferneh mames. Thres lamihies
eah b weell dorumernied rarly in the pine
Beenth contury on e sraginal Sarma town-
sl Hwwer of Armesrs Canelel, Jeran-Raphisde
Puie, and Juseph LaFoege, The dewcrse
dants of Careler, laier wpelied Caunley,
have lrved crnbmuously i Sarnis nce the
year 1807, maling them by perhaps 1
years the longestruneing kocal dynaary.
Fare, kocated ab beaut by 508, Icli intriguing
detaih o brin prsihape [eom am earber st
Wer. LaForge is thought 1o have coner is
TR Needben B aay, conlemporary docur
mrrdalion o Thewr coeals id seanty snd s
whdniAl

Pare and LaForge, wpen learning s 184
that wpustiers in by bownship o St Clair
fa wrwem ol Phe laler lownshipa of Mor
amnd Sarnia b were ordered bo vagabe, pandly
petitiored Licutenant Goverrer S John
Coltwarer b dxtaan Ther Lards ared horms.
Pare maminined he had “bogn thaly yeats
iy pesaesasca o Lod N 26 [T6] i the Towa-
ship o 50, Clair; ibos land was srigsnally
puzchased of 2 Canadian, Labzulliere, whe
recerved il as & deed of gift lrum the Chipr
pews Indiars on hn masrage wih &
danghier o thea indie”

Floguenily did Pare and LaForge de
seribe thea sddeviwra hibr

Wionm prbte meis = 8% s pand d drslgees stdaaie
tal wwr g ol e e e wed thiw led i b



fully haugh i an handble capacily, during thic Lite
War [ 1512-04) 150 whah thes houses weor de
ﬂru:rul v (b Tk |||Jrl- wid (hear all bise e leas
been the Wil of Heaven 1o cand ther b2 e a lowly
sphere, lo doom them bo farn a wanlys smstenance
by the smcat ol their beow, and they have hitheeto
aspportes thews Lamnilien by honest industry that has
rrnabled the labter genninoer [LaForge] conlemiedly
ta maintain his numersu progeny. Your Petilonen
thieww themselves upon the compassion of the crowsn,
they supplicate wour Excellency not lo expel them
frean the dear beosnes of ieir soustls, Tecem Ve sheller
ol thew lechle old age . - . Your petilefers camnol
in the colismnal phoase of the ccuntey be trrmed
squaliers

As bath men, the elder Pare, and
LaForge, his soncin-law, signed these and
ather documents with an “x,” it is clear they
had assistance, perhaps from land agents,
in their quest for secunity of tenere. Three
pelitions later, in 1834, they were suc
cesslul.

The settlers and their Indian neighbours
were surrounded and isolated by thousands
of acres of dense forest. Communication,
ather than IHI' Indwan trasl, iravelled emhirely
by water, For many vears transpurt by water
also proved fo be the easiest. In 1526 the
American traveller Thomas L. McKenney,
first ta leave us an impression of the area,
wis deeply impressed by the tranquility of
it all:

Becalmed. [hogiped anchos wiltum thisty Feet of the
Canadian shore, along which ase three or lous hitile
log cabins, which seem Ba reheve 1he exe fram the
undisturbed sobtude that reipne alonp these shoren
Naght ea the caly time when anything is secn or heard;
and then 15y are hit wp with numervus lires, and ever
and anon o hear the paddle stidke agamnsd Hie side
ol the canoe. or the spear plusige nlo the deep— when
all is atill againe The shemes, fon the Lot twelvr mades,

are brauldul The banks are beld, and the wwsls
bively; and these are seflected a9 in a mirear in the

river (haf suny ragadly, though smeothly by The wa-
ter is dabighthul 1 deank, ard is very cocd withal.
Opposite the Sarnia clearing was the Lit-

the Michigan settlement named Desmond,

Gratol, which had been a delensive poant
since the constanl wars between the En-
glish and French for supremacy n the
Midwest, Fort Gratiol, now the home of the
United States Coast Guard, included a
stone hghthouse lirst erecled in 1824,
Thaough laler reconstrucled, it remains 1o-
day as the oldest man-made steucture inthe
area of ils community, now called Port Hu-
ron, and Sarnia, Sarnia and Port Huron
were o develep stmultaneously, and be-
came unofficial “twin citres.”

In Apreil 1529 the first survey of the town-
shop of Sarmia and s peighbour o the
soith, the township of Moore, was crdered
to be done by the survevor general at York,
the capilal el Upper Canada, and was com-
pleted by January 1530, Roswell Mowns,
[ater an MLA, headed the survey party. A
voung kelper named Freeman Talbol from
Mount's nearby home, London, 60 years
later wrole of this experience. Describing

the settlers the party lound already on the
land, Talbel wrale:

Thiese people had pobyws, ros gl offies, no newspI-
pea, very lew books, no custom dul=a, no dockar, no
markers, o oflicers, .. oo Dile whatever 1o the land
they wi long cultwared, asal s10 they appeared con-
tented ard fairly preaperous. Thew rude apncullural
impiements, clalbhing, sheels, hats arl caps were
enade by amafeur mecharnics thad 15 necesstios of
the tusrs had educated lor aclion. 'Woemen ard men
whawed an mdustry, Ihnlt and mechancal genas
that ihousarads ol the preaent Linse man might well
b proud s smitate

By 1830 the little cluster of Fremch set-
tlers on the waterfront and their Indian
neighbours were about to experience a
frontier "boom™ as an influx of newcomers
arrived, spread out amongsl them, and
pushed the edse of settlement back cast-
wardly into the hinterland.

Five distinctive groups of people shared



wiiech onginally comprised 700 acres,
known as Lots 70 to 786 in the Front Conces-
<o of the Township of Sarmia, The fiest
group was the Chippewa Indians, who re-
tnined, alter the Treaty of 1827, one of the
mst advantagesusly placed Indian reser
vations of any: the Sarnia Reserve. Over
the vears 1hat {followed, the original holding
of 10,280 acres was somewhat reduced n
size as speculators and developers pre-
vailed upon tive Indians and their protector,
tive Crown, 10 surrender lands lor urban or
industrial expansion. By prudent manage~
menl in later years, however, the Sarnin
Reserve has become a progressive and at
times highly profitable home For the
Chippewas. In 1951 it became the only In-
dian reserve 1o lie within the corporate
bounds of a Canadian eity. The Indian pres-
«nce and participation in the life of Sarnia
fras, rom the beginning, brought the chal-
fenige of the preservalion of old traditions

and values, wilh the assimilation of the new.

hl ]

Five persons recesved uriginal grants
Iram the Crown comprising the area which
became past of the municipality as first in=
coarporaled. These were:

ld 70 and 71 Henry RBors By 17, 1530

I T2 Benpaman Faeluld Alsrch 24, YW
Low 50 and 76 Rachard Emeric Vidal el b, 1831

Lo 15 Apal 3, 1XE5

ol T8 Dioprmrdor |, 1544

_l.-rj.l'l I_.r-llrur
Jezn-Hapintr Farr

Seltlement dutics, purchase price, and
conditeons of lncation would vary; however,
all these men would have located upan, or
purchased, these lands, some months or
even years prior o the date of the patent.
The patent date indicates anly that all praor
obligativns o government had bren sabis
fird, and that the patent fee itself had been
paid lor the issuance of the dncument.

A second group, therefore, was the pre-
treaty settlers, Pare and LaForge, who ob-
tained grants of two of the seven Iong,
narrow seigniorial lots facing the river bront
al Sarnia. In later vears, as oppartunily

Thes 18570y plosogeand
shewy one of Sarea s daf
Lg cadina 0 plond o Frosd
Serrel, raghdy mhere e
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arca rasl of Eaaf Sterel,
Courter. Lambdon Counly
Fitpary
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Year after year the plea renewed; finally

1852 the desired land was purchased,
rveyed into quarier-acre lols, and sold 10
dividuals who mainly erected homes. By
is time the business district of the village
d mainly settled to the nosth, though the
<k and shipping area west of Front Street
the 5t, Clair River was greatly enlarged.
By the carly 1850s the luture growth of
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